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immanuel kant s metaphysics of morals 1797 containing the doctrine of right and doctrine of
virtue is his final major work of practical philosophy its focus is not rational beings in general
but human beings in particular and it presupposes and deepens kant s earlier accounts of
morality freedom and moral psychology in this volume of newly commissioned essays a
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distinguished team of contributors explores the metaphysics of morals in relation to kant s earlier
works as well as examining themes which emerge from the text itself topics include the
relation between right and virtue property punishment and moral feeling their diversity of
questions perspectives and approaches will provide new insights into the work for scholars in
kant s moral and political theory

this book sure to become a standard reference work is a comprehensive lucid and systematic
commentary on kant s practical or moral philosophy kant is arguably the most important moral
philosopher of the modern period using as nontechnical a language as possible professor sullivan
offers a detailed authoritative account of kant s moral philosophy including his ethical theory his
philosophy of history his political philosophy his philosophy of religion and his philosophy of
education and demonstrates the historical kantian origins of such important notions as autonomy
respect for persons rights and duties an invaluable resource this book will be extremely useful to
advanced undergraduates graduates and professional philosophers alike

through a collection of new previously unpublished essays the blackwell guide to kant s ethics
addressesdiverse topics crucial to our understanding of kant s moralphilosophy and its
implications for the modern age provides a fresh perspective on themes in kant s
moralphilosophy addresses systematically kant s foundational work groundwork for the
metaphysics of morals and his morespecific treatment of justice and virtue in the metaphysics
ofmorals includes essays by both established scholars and risingstars identifies common
misperceptions of kant s thought andchallenges some prevailing interpretations shows how kant
developed and supplemented his earlier ethicalthought with specific discussions of practical
issues in law international relations personal relations and self regardingvirtues and vices

many contemporaries criticized him for smashing the age of reason goethe however remarked
that reading a page of immanuel kant was like entering a bright and well lighted room the
great eighteenth century philosopher illuminated everything he ever pondered the twelve
essays in this volume reveal kant s towering importance as an ethical and social thinker as well
as his enduring influence on the shape of philosophy included are excerpts fromdreams of a
visionary prolegomena to every future metaphysics metaphysical foundations of morals critique
of judgement andeternal peace as professor friedrich writes in his introduction to this volume
the problem of freedom the freedom of the human personality to unfold and fulfill its higher
destiny is the central issue of all of kant s philosophizing

immanuel kant s groundwork for the metaphysics of morals is one of the most important texts
in the history of ethics in it kant searches for the supreme principle of morality and argues for a
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conception of the moral life that has made this work a continuing source of controversy and an
object of reinterpretation for over two centuries this new edition of kant s work provides a
fresh translation that is uniquely faithful to the german original and more fully annotated than
any previous translation there are also four essays by well known scholars that discuss kant s
views and the philosophical issues raised by the groundwork j b schneewind defends the
continuing interest in kantian ethics by examining its historical relation both to the ethical
thought that preceded it and to its influence on the ethical theories that came after it marcia
baron sheds light on kant s famous views about moral motivation and shelly kagan and allen w
wood advocate contrasting interpretations of kantian ethics and its practical implications

studies of kant s moral and political philosophy have increasingly focused on his last major work
in ethics the metaphysics of morals this work is here discussed in seventeen essays by leading
contemporary kant scholars most of them specially written for this volume they cover a broad
range of topics including kant s views on rights punishment contract practical reasoning
revolution freedom virtue legislation happiness moral judgement love respect duties to oneself
and motivation this is the only book devoted entirely to the metaphysics of morals and is not just
a landmark in kant studies but also a significant contribution to contemporary moral and political
philosophy

kant smoral law groundwork of the metaphysics of moralsranks with plato srepublicand aristotle
sethicsas one of the most important works of moral philosophy ever written inmoral law kant
argues that a human action is only morally good if it is done from a sense of duty and that a duty
is a formal principle based not on self interest or from a consideration of what results might
follow from this he derived his famous and controversial maxim the categorical imperative act
as if the maxim of your action were to become by your will a universal law of nature h j paton s
translation remains the standard in english for this work it retains all of kant s liveliness of mind
suppressed intellectual excitement moral earnestness and pleasure in words the commentary
and detailed analysis that paton provides is an invaluable and necessary guide for the student
and general reader

the humanity formulation of kant s categorical imperative demands that we treat humanity as
an end in itself because this principle resonates with currently influential ideals of human rights
and dignity contemporary readers often find it compelling even if the rest of kant s moral
philosophy leaves them cold moreover some prominent specialists in kant s ethics recently have
turned to the humanity formulation as the most theoretically central and promising principle of
kant s ethics nevertheless despite the intuitive appeal and the increasingly recognized
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philosophical importance of the humanity formulation it has received less attention than many
other less central aspects of kant s ethics richard dean offers the most sustained and systematic
examination of the humanity formulation to date dean argues that the rational nature that must
be treated as an end in itself is not a minimally rational nature consisting of the power to set
ends or the unrealized capacity to act morally but instead is the more properly rational nature
possessed by someone who gives priority to moral principles over any contrary impulses this
non standard reading of the humanity formulation provides a firm theoretical foundation for
deriving plausible approaches to particular moral issues and contrary to first impressions does not
impose moralistic demands to pass judgment on others character dean s reading also enables
progress on problems of interest to kant scholars such as reconstructing kant s argument for
accepting the humanity formulation as a basic moral principle and allows for increased
understanding of the relationship between kant s ethics and supposedly kantian ideas such as
respect for autonomy

immanuel kant 1724 1804 stands among the greatest thinkers of the western world there is
hardly an area of thought at least of philosophical thought to which he did not make significant
and lasting contributions particularly noteworthy are his writings on the foundations and limits
of human knowledge the bidimensional nature of perceptual or natural objects including human
beings the basic principles and ends of morality the character of a just society and of a world at
peace the movement and direction of human history the nature of beauty the end or purpose of
all creation the proper education of young people the true conception of religion and on and on
though kant was a life long resident of konigsberg prussia child student tutor and then professor
of philosophy and other subjects his thought ranged over nearly all the world and even beyond
reports reveal that he a bachelor was an amiable man highly respected by his students and
colleagues and even loved by his several close friends he was apparently a man of integrity both
in his personal relations and in his pursuit of knowledge and truth despite his somewhat
pessimistic attitude toward the moral progress of mankind judging from past history and
contemporary events he never wavered from a deep seated faith in the goodness of the human
heart in man s splendid disposition toward the good

in his groundwork of the metaphysics of morals immanuel kant portrays the supreme moral
principle as an unconditional imperative that applies to all of us because we freely choose to
impose upon ourselves a law of pure practical reason morality is revealed to be a matter of
autonomy today this approach to ethical theory is as perplexing controversial and inspiring as it
was in 1785 when the groundwork was first published the essays in this volume by
international kant scholars and moral philosophers discuss kant s philosophical development and
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his rejection of earlier moral theories the role of happiness and inclination in the groundwork
kant s moral metaphysics and theory of value and his attempt to justify the categorical
imperative as a principle of freedom they reflect the approach of several schools of interpretation
and illustrate the lively diversity of kantian ethics today

collected here in this omnibus edition are immanuel kant s three most important works on the
metaphysics of morals and ethics included are kant groundwork of the metaphysics of morals
introduction to the metaphysic of morals and the metaphysical elements of ethics kant s
fundamental principles of the metaphysics of morals is one of the most important works in
modern moral philosophy it belongs beside plato aristotle machiavelli and hobbes here kant sets
out to articulate and defend the categorical imperative the fundamental principle that underlies
moral reasoning and to lay the foundation for a comprehensive account of justice and human
virtues in introduction to the metaphysic of morals kant states all duties are either duties of right
that is juridical duties or duties of virtue that is ethical duties juridical duties are such as may be
promulgated by external legislation ethical duties are those for which such legislation is not
possible in the metaphysical elements of ethics states if there exists on any subject a philosophy
that is a system of rational knowledge based on concepts then there must also be for this
philosophy a system of pure rational concepts independent of any condition of intuition in other
words a metaphysic it may be asked whether metaphysical elements are required also for every
practical philosophy which is the doctrine of duties and therefore also for ethics

in kant s human being robert b louden continues and deepens avenues of research first initiated
in his highly acclaimed book kant s impure ethics drawing on a wide variety of both published
and unpublished works spanning all periods of kant s extensive writing career louden here
focuses on kant s under appreciated empirical work on human nature with particular attention
to the connections between this body of work and his much discussed ethical theory kant
repeatedly claimed that the question what is the human being is philosophy s most fundamental
question one that encompasses all others louden analyzes and evaluates kant s own answer to his
question showing how it differs from other accounts of human nature this collection of twelve
essays is divided into three parts in part one human virtues louden explores the nature and role
of virtue in kant s ethical theory showing how the conception of human nature behind kant s
virtue theory results in a virtue ethics that is decidedly different from more familiar aristotelian
virtue ethics programs in part two ethics and anthropology he uncovers the dominant moral
message in kant s anthropological investigations drawing new connections between kant s work
on human nature and his ethics finally in part three extensions of anthropology louden explores
specific aspects of kant s theory of human nature developed outside of his anthropology lectures
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in his works on religion geography education and aesthetics and shows how these writings
substantially amplify his account of human beings kant s human being offers a detailed and
multifaceted investigation of the question that kant held to be the most important of all and will
be of interest not only to philosophers but also to all who are concerned with the study of
human nature

kant is often portrayed as the author of a rigid system of ethics in which adherence to a formal
and universal principle of morality the famous categorical imperative is an end itself and any
concern for human goals and happiness a strictly secondary and subordinate matter such a
theory seems to suit perfectly rational beings but not human beings the twelve essays in this
collection by one of the world s preeminent kant scholars argue for a radically different account
of kant s ethics they explore an interpretation of the moral philosophy according to which
freedom is the fundamental end of human action but an end that can only be preserved and
promoted by adherence to moral law by radically revising the traditional interpretation of kant s
moral and political philosophy and by showing how kant s coherent liberalism can guide us in
current debates paul guyer will find an audience across moral and political philosophy
intellectual history and political science

a comprehensive account of kant s theory of freedom and his moral anthropology

in kant s moral religion allen w wood argues that kant s doctrine of religious belief if consistent
with his best critical thinking and in fact that the moral arguments along with the faith they
justify are an integral part of kant s critical philosophy wood shows that kant s sensitive
religious outlook on the world deserves to be counted among the greatest of his philosophical
contributions in setting forth his interpretation of kant wood provides a clear statement of what
the philosopher reveals in his reasoning for belief in god and immortality he reexamines kant s
conception of moral volition and defends his doctrine of the highest good he discusses kant s use
of moral faith as a rational criterion for religion in relation to ecclesiastically faith religious
experience and claims to divine revelation finally he discusses the philosopher s idea of radical
evil in man s nature and develops kant s theory of divine grace as it is foreshadowed in his 1793
book religion within the limits of reason alone kant s thoughts about religion wood maintains are
a great philosopher s solution to difficult problems that must be confronted by everyone and can
serve as a guide in any effort to deal rationally with questions of religion

these works articulate the most fundamental principles of kant s ethical and political world view
what is enlightenment 1784 and fundamental principles of the metaphysics of morals 1785
challenge all free people to think about the requirements for self determination both in our
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individual lives and in our public and private institutions kant s fundamental principles of the
metaphysics of morals is dedicated to the proposition that all people can know what they need to
know to be honest good wise and virtuous the purpose of kant s moral philosophy is to help us
become aware of the principles that are already contained within us innocence and dependence
must be replaced with wisdom and good will if we are to avoid being vulnerable and misguided
according to kant freedom of thought leads naturally to freedom of action when that happens
governments begin to treat human beings not as machines but as persons with dignity
immanuel kant begins toward lasting peace by contrasting the realism of practical politicians
with the high minded theories of philosophers who dream their sweet dreams his opening line
provides a grim reminder that the only alternative to finding a way to avoid the war of each
against all is the lasting peace of the graveyard the advent of total war and the development of
nuclear weapons in the twentieth century give kant s reflections an urgency he could not have
anticipated kant published this work in 1795 during the aftermath of the american revolution
and the french revolution the high hopes of the european enlightenment had been dampened
by the reign of terror in which tens of thousands of people died and the perpetual cycle of war
and temporary armistice seemed to be inescapable kant s essay is best known as an early
articulation of the idea of a league of nations that could bring an end to all hostilities today the
united nations continues to pursue that dream but lasting peace still seems to be wishful
thinking no modern philosopher is more important than immanuel kant his works extend from
epistemology and metaphysics to aesthetics ethics and political philosophy his critical philosophy
is developed in three major works the critique of pure reason the critique of practical reason and
the critique of judgment a german speaker he was born in prussia an area that is now part of
poland he never travelled more than 50 miles from his home in königsberg but his influence
has since pervaded every aspect of western culture

this book defends the thesis that kant s normative ethics and his practical ethics of sex and
marriage can be valuable resources for people engaged in the contemporary debate over same
sex marriage it does so by first developing a reading of kant s normative ethics that explains the
way in which kant s notions of human moral imperfection unsocial sociability inform his ethical
thinking the book then offers a systematic treatment of kant s views of sex and marriage
arguing that kant s views are more defensible than some of his critics have made them out to be
drawing on kant s account of marriage and his conception of moral friendship the book argues
that kant s ethics can be used to develop a defense of same sex marriage

in this work originally published in 1986 victor seidler explores the different notions of respect
equality and dependency in kant s moral writings he illuminates central tensions and
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contradictions not only within kant s moral philosophy but within the thinking and feeling
about human dignity and social inequality which we take very much for granted within a
liberal moral culture in challenging our assumption of the autonomy of morality seidler also
questions our understanding of what it means for someone to live as a person in his or her own
right the autonomy of individuals cannot be assumed but has to be reasserted against
relationships of subordination this involves a break with a rationalist morality so that respect for
others involves respect for emotions feelings desires and needs and establishes a fuller autonomy
as a basis for freedom and justice
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The digital age has revolutionized the way
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ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can now
carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among
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have emerged as a popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable, and where can
you find the best ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go, or halfway around
the world, you can access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere, provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for
readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.
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ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent resource
for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can
also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
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self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce the financial
burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great
for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way
to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can pick
up right where you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come
with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can
be poor.
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Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an
internet connection, which can be a limitation
in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites
as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide range
of books without the financial burden. They
are invaluable resources for readers of all ages
and interests, providing educational materials,
entertainment, and accessibility features. So
why not explore these sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have
the rights to distribute them. How do I know
if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I download ebooks to
any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook
sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for
those who prefer listening to their books. How
can I support authors if I use free ebook sites?
You can support authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with others.



The Philosophy Of Kant Immanuel Kants Moral And Political Writings

14 The Philosophy Of Kant Immanuel Kants Moral And Political Writings


